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Simon Nicol writes: It is an oft-used cliché
but it is still true: in many Chinese languages the
word for “crisis’ also translates directly as
‘opportunity’. You will all be aware at some level
or another of the crisis that has befallen Fairport
this year: the ongoing divorce proceedings
between Dave and Chris Pegg. Normally, this
would be and would remain a private matter; at
the most, worthy of a little private speculation
and tittle-tattle. With their relationship
overlapping into the organization of the Cropredy
Festival and the running of Woodworm Records, |
think | should voice some thoughts on behalf of
the rest of the band.

Firstly, remember that much of what you may
have heard about the future of the label, the
festival and the band will have been ill-informed
rumour, pure and simple. Without wishing people
we know or don’t know any harm, there is
sometimes a tendency for us to believe the worst
- bad news certainly travels faster than good!
Everybody in these difficult times is doing their
very best to pull together for all the things that
Fairport has built up since 1967 and minimise the
damage, and at the same time seize the
opportunity to set in place some effective
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improvements to the way we do things.

Christine is as proud as she should be of her
festival. She has given ten months of each of the
last twenty-five years of her astonishing logistical
skills to creating something we’re all humbly part
of, and she is determined that 2004 is going to be
the best yet.

Dave is setting up a brand new record
company, Matty Grooves Records, to handle the
release of this year's CD ‘Over The Next Hill’ and
has a lifetime of acquired experience to bring to
bear on the project.

The redoubtable Rob Braviner, our sound man
and tour manger of twenty years is further
extending his duties (but only slightly) to cover
all the aspects of Fairport’s touring schedule and
will be keeping us as busy on the road as we have
been in the past decade.

So, in closing, please be assured that Fairport
Convention, despite the inevitable sadness we
share at the closing of this long chapter of
continuity in all our lives, look forwards to the
new era with confidence in our harmony (both
musical and personal) and the certain knowledge
that the band that means so much to us all has
weathered many storms worse than this.

Dave Pegg writes: Simon has said it all there. It’s
a new dawn and a new day for Fairport. In order
to make it work for us we need your support in a
big way. If you wish to be on the Fairport
Convention mailing list, please fill in and
return the coupon below and in particular
give us your e-mail address.

The new CD ‘Over The Next Hill’ will be
available from us from JUNE Ist and in good
record shops on August |6th.

We also have the XXXV’ CD for sale. CDs are
£13.00 inc postage and packing worldwide.

Please make cheques payable to Matty
Grooves Records, please see overleaf.

Please keep me up-to-date on future Fairport activities.
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CANNY CONCERTS, Canny Cottage,
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Sunday 25 April
Tuesday 27 April

Wednesday 28 April

Thursday 29 April

Wednesday 05 May

Thursday 06 May
Friday 07 May
Saturday 08 May
Sunday 09 May

Wednesday 12 May

Sunday 16 May
Tuesday 18 May
Thursday 20 May
Saturday 22 May
Sunday 23 May
Monday 24 May

Wednesday 26 May

Thursday 27 May
Thursday 03 June
Friday 04 June
Saturday 05 June
Saturday 12 June
Friday 18 June
Sunday 20 June
Saturday 26 June
Monday 09 August }
Tuesday 10 August
12, 13, 14 August

Saturday 18 September

Friday Il June

Sunday 30 May

Wednesday || August

SwarbAid 2: Please help us to help Dave
Swarbrick, who is preparing himself for a lung
transplant. Fairport and Waterson Carthy, Ralph

Fairport forthcoming dates:
Cirencester Sundial Theatre (acoustic)

Sheffield Memorial Hall (acoustic)

Edinburgh Trip Tych Festival (electric)
Southampton Talking Heads (electric)

East Grinstead Chequer Mead Theatre (acoustic)
Dudley Robin 2 (electric)

Blackrod nr Bolton Douglas Valley Golf Club (acoustic)
Glasgow The Renfrew Ferry (acoustic)

Saltaire Victoria Hall (acoustic)

Beckenham Festival St. George's Church (electric)
Chester Alexanders (acoustic)

Chipping Norton The Theatre (electric)

Leek The Swan (acoustic)

Totnes The Ariel Centre (acoustic)

Frome The Cheese & Grain (acoustic)

Nettlebed The Village Club (acoustic)

Swindon Arts Centre (acoustic)

Worcester The Swan (acoustic)

Birkenhead Pacific Road Arts Centre (acoustic)
Beaumaris The Bulkeley Hotel (acoustic)

Salford The Lowry (acoustic)

Nr Uckfield The Bluebell Railway (acoustic)
Middlewich Folk & Boat Festival (electric)
Birmingham Symphony Hall: SwarbAid2 (see below)
Stockport Stockport RUFC (electric)

Banbury The Mill Arts Centre (electric)

Cropredy Warm-ups

CROPREDY FESTIVAL

Chichester Pump Bottom Farm (electric)

The Dylan Project
Nordbora, Denmark Nord-als Festival (electric)

Ric Sanders Group

Banbury The Mill Arts Centre: Concert for The Samaritans

Banbury The Mill Arts Centre: pre-Cropredy

Thanks for your help.
See you at a gig soon,

McTell and Richard Digance will perform on June

20th at Birmingham Symphony Hall. Phone the
box office for tickets on 0121 780 3333.

Please send me:

I enclose a cheque for £

D copies of ‘Over The Next Hill' CD @£1/3 inc P&P
|:| copies of XXXV’ CD @£/3 inc P&P

email:
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Cardholder’s signature

Card expiry date

Name

Address

(IN BLOCK CAPITALS)

Postcode

Please allow 14 days for delivery

01285 654 228
0114278 9789
0870220 1116
02380 678 446
01342 302 000
01902 401 211
01257 230 508
01698 265 511
01274 588 614
0208 663 6996
01244 340 005
01608 642 350
01538 373 471
01803 863 468
01803 863 468
01373 455 420
01793 614 837
01538 373 471
0151 647 0752
01248 810 415
0870 787 5796
01825 720 832
0709 239 0501
0121 7803333
0800 093 9763
01295 279 002

01243 773828

004574 459770

01295 279 002
01295 279 002

Peggy, Simon, Ric, Chris, Gerry & Rob

fairportinfo@cannyconcerts.com
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made payable to Mattty Grooves Records or charge my card number:
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